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Diction and Oppression in 1984 

The author George Orwell, in his novel 1984, satirizes government domination in order 

to provoke readers of his fiction to rise up in opposition. 

Orwell’s use of diction works to highlight just how deeply rooted the government 

brainwashing is in its victims. For example, during the Two Minutes Hate, our protagonist, 

Winston, says that “the sight or even the thought of Goldstein produced fear and anger 

automatically” (Orwell 13). The fact that Goldstein, the government’s symbol of rebellion, was 

“produced...automatically” points to how the government has wiped away its citizens’ autonomy 

and instilled a kind of mechanic, robotic fear in them. Of course, readers of 1984, especially at 

the time of its publication in 1948 would have read this and immediately empathized with not 

only Winston’s reaction to his government, but also his eventual desire to overthrow it. Orwell’s 

diction, in addition to highlighting the government brainwashing, emphasizes Winston’s 

eagerness to overthrow Big Brother. Much later in the novel, O’Brien (whom Winston believes 

is a fellow conspirator), asks Winston if he is “prepared to commit murder” and “commit acts of 

sabotage which may cause the death of hundreds of innocent people,” to which Winston replies 

simply and immediately, “Yes” on both accounts (Orwell 172). This conversation is brief but, 

due primarily to its diction, forceful. Specifically, O’Brien’s words “commit” and “murder” and 

“acts of sabotage” and the “death of hundreds of innocent people” are merely met by Winston’s 
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repetition of “Yes.” An oppressive and overwhelming government is at war with an individual’s 

singular affirmations. Orwell’s precise choice of words stresses the ways in which the 

government brainwashes its people, as well as how the citizens under its dominion work to fight 

back. 

1984 is a prime example of satire, a work in which George Orwell uses diction to 

highlight government control and how this only instigates its citizens to rebel. As we know, 

language impacts life, and Orwell’s work has, and will continue to, provoke its readers to 

retaliate. 


